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Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



The citations listed on enclosed Form PTO-1449 are being submitted under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.56 and 1.97 in order to comply with the Applicants' duty of disclosure. 
Their inclusion herein shall not be construed as an admission that any particular cited reference is 
effective prior art or that it discloses or renders obvious any aspect of the claimed invention. 
Copies of the cited documents are included herewith. 

Applicants submit that the references listed on Form PTO-1449 neither anticipate 
nor render obvious the present invention. It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and 
return the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 to evidence consideration of the disclosed references. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING 
DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS FIRST 
CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 
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In that it is believed that this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted^ 
to the mailing of the first Action on the merits, no additional fee is believed due. If any fees are ° 
required for these citations to be considered, these fees may be charged to Deposit Account No. 13- 
2755. 
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The Examiner is invited to contact the attorney for applicants at the telephone number 
provided below if such would advance the prosecution of this application or if the Examiner has any 
questions regarding this Information Disclosure Statement. Applicants respectfully request early 
examination and Notice of Allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 

■a. 



By. 




JamepL. Mc 



Ginnis 



RegyNo. 34,387 
Attorney for Applicant 



MERCK & CO., Inc. 
P.O. Box 2000 

Rahway, New Jersey 07065-0907 
Date: March 20, 2002 (732)594-0641 
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